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Los Modus near the Gulf of California, hven 
today the trip is impossible by car, for the 
great mountain spine known as the Sierra 
Madre Occidental and the Tarahumara 
Range, with its giant canyons (preceding 
pages), block access. The latter plunge deeper 
and four times longer than the Grand Canyon. 

Until 1961, the only way across was by 
mule. Then the Chihuahua al I’acifico rail- 
road, pushing track 420 miles through 89 
tunnels .and over 31 bridges, finished its line 
from the city of Chihuahua to the Gulf of 
California. It was the first road of any kind 
across Mexico’s rugged Sierra Madre between 
the United States border and Durango, 674 
miles to the south (map, page 148). 
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